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1 . YOU WIT T, MEET THE PRESS ON TWO OCCASIONS IN CARACAS: 

UPON ARRIVAL AT THE AIRPORT AND IN PRESS CONPERENCE WHICH 
WE WILL HAVE LATE THE APTERNOON OF MAY 10(REFTEL A). 

REPORTERS WILL MEET YOU AT THE PLANE. WHILE NO FORMAL 
ARRIVAL STATEMENT IS NECESSARY OR RECOMMENDED YOU SHOULD 
BE PREAPRED TO SAY A PEW GENERAL WORDS OP "PLEASURE TO BE 
HERE" AND TO ANSWER A FEW QUESTIONS INPORMALLY. WE CAN 
DUCK EXTENSIVE QUESTIONING BY NOTING THAT A PRESS CON- 
PERENCE WILL BE HELD LATER. REPORTERS NORMALLY ON DUTY 

AT THE PALACE AND THE FOREIGN MINISTRY MAY ALSO CATCH YOU 
GOING IN OR OUT AND ASK QUESTIONS. BUT THESE CAN BE 
GRACIOUSLY DEFLECTED ON THE GROUNDS YOU WILL HAVE A 
PRESS CONPERENCE. 

2. CARLOS AND SOPIA RANGEL, WHO HAVE A "TODAY" 

TYPE TV SHOW ANS ARE LOCAL TV'S FOREMOST NEWS 
COMMENTATORS, HAVE ASKED IF THEY CAN FILM A BRIEF 
(5MINUTE) INTERVIEW WITH YOU. WE THINK THIS WOULD 

BE A GOOD IDEA AND WE COULD DO IT RIGHT ALTER THE PRESS 
CONPERENCE IP YOU HAVE NO OBJECTION. 
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3. THE VENEZUELAN PRESS IS AMONG THE FREEST IN LATIN 
AMERICA, WITH PAPERS AND MAGAZINES INDEPENDENTLY OWNED 
AND MANAGED AND WITH NO SYSTEM OP GOVT CENSORSHHIP. 

THE GOVT ITSELP MANAGES TWO TV STATIONS BUT 

DOES NOT INTERPERE WITH OPERATIONS OP THE TWO OTHER 

NETWORKS. REPORTERS ARE ENERGETIC AND UBIQUITOUS, AND 
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SOMETIMES "PUSHY" IN TRYING TO GET INTERVIEWS. BUT THEY 
ARE NOT PARTICULARLY WELL-INFORMED OR SOPHISTICATED, N 
EXCEPT EOR THE RANGELS. 

4. GIVEN THIS ENVIRONMENT PLUS THE EACT THAT THIS IS 
YOUR EIRST OEEICIAL VISIT TO VENEZUELA, A WIDE ARRAY OE 
POLICY-ORIENTED QUESTIONS CAN BE EXPECTED. MOST OF 
THESE ARE READILY OBVIOUS. ASIDE EROM THE "WHY ARE 
YOU HERE" AND "WHAT DID YOU TALK ABOUT" TYPE OF QUESTIONS, 
THE EOLLOWING IS A RECAPITULATION OP THE MAIN TOPICS 
LIKELY TO BE ASKED TO SERVE AS A CHECKLIST. 

A) . PANAMA. WHAT IS THE STATUS, WHAT DO WE EXPECT, 

WHEN WILL WE SIGN, WHAT IS OURPOSITION? 

B) . CUBA. ESPECIALLY AFTER YOUR NEGOTIATIONS 

WITH THE CUBANS, WHAT ARE YOUR IMPRESSIONS, WHAT ARE 
THE PROSPECTS EOR THE FUTURE? WHAT NEXT? 

C) . WHAT IS THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION'S POSITION 
ON AMENDING THE US TRADE ACT? 

D) . WILL SOME LA CRITICISM OP OUR HUMAN RIGHTS 
STATEMENTS APFECT BILATERAL RELATIONS WITH COUNTRIES 
SUCH AS CHILE AND BRAZIL? WILL THE US ASSUME 

A LOWER PROPILE ON THE ISSUE IP CRITICISM CONTINUES? 

E) . GIVEN CANCELLATION BY PIVE LA COUNTRIES OP 
MILITARY ASSISTANCE AGREEMENTS WITH THE US IN 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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PROTEST AGAINST US CRITICISM OP ALLEGED DENIAL OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS IN THOSE COUNTRIES, WHAT IS THE PUTURE OP MILITARY 
ASSISTANCE, IN GENERAL, IN LATIN AMERICA? 

P). SINCE THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION'S POSITION ON 
NUCLEAR NON-PROLIPERATION HAS CAUSED TENSION BETWEEN THE 
US AND BRAZIL, HOW CAN THE OPPOSING VIEWS BE RECONCILED 
SHORTOMOP A POLITICAL RUPTURE BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES, 
WHICH COULD WEAKEN WESTERN HEMISPHERIC SOLIDARITY? 

G) . AS A COUNTRY RELYING LARGELY ON EXPORT OF 

RAW MATERIALS, VENEZUELA IS EXTREMELY INTERESTED IN THE 
NORTH-SOUTH DIALOGUE NOW UNDERWAY IN PARIS. WHAT 
PRIORITY DOES THE US GIVE TO THESE TALKS. WHAT 
ARE THE US GOALS AT THE TALKS? 

H) . WILL THE PRESIDENT'S RECENTLY PROPOSED 

ENERGY PROGRAM AFPECT US TRADE RELATIONS WITH OPEC 
COUNTRIES, ESPECIALLY VENEZUELA? WHAT WOULD BE THE 
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us RESPONSE TO ANOTHER PRICE HIKE AETER THE PROPOSED 
OPEC MEETING IN JUNE? 

I). WHAT ISSUES WILL BE UPPERMOST ON PRESIDENT 
CARTER'S MIND DURING THE JUNE VISIT BY PRESIDENT PEREZ 
TO WASHINGTON? 

VARY 
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